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excessive, compared to that of Great Britain. On the other
hand, the contributions to Irish demands and needs, made
lavishly by the Imperial exchequer, often in the nature of free
grants, and amounting to an immense sum, must be considered
on the other side; and it is idle to argue that this is not to be
taken into account. We cannot examine the problem further;
it has been the subject of prolonged enquiries, one actually
being held at this moment; all that can be said is that if we
recollect the numberless, complex, and uncertain elements,
which necessarily enter into the question, it will be difficult in
the extreme ever to adjust the balance.
The close of the war was followed by a period of distress,
felt severely in Ireland for a considerable time, accompanied
by grave social evils, and culminating in famine in parts of the
country. The contraction of the currency produced suffering
in a community where there was little credit, where, as at all
times, the middle class was weak, and where the mass
of the people was a rent-paying peasantry. But the chief
immediate cause of distress was the sudden collapse of prices,
an inevitable incident of the peace, which affected in a great
variety of ways the different classes connected with the soil,
and disorganised relations, never well-ordered, and becoming,
for some time, more and more vicious. The main structure of
the land system of Ireland continued to be what it had long
been; except in a part of Ulster the owners and occupiers of
the soil were parted by distinctions of blood and faith; even in
Presbyterian Ulster there was a separation of this kindj ab-
senteeism still, to a great extent, prevailed; middleman
tenures, though fast diminishing, were still numerous; and the
great body of the peasantry were poor and servile, especially in
parts of Munster, and throughout Connaught But a whole
series of events had, for many years, concurred to increase the
population in a remarkable degree, and to create an immense
change in landed relations, of which the evil effects became